'IRAQ,
provided constant opportunity for misunderstandings and
errors to arise through a mutual lack of comprehension of each
other's language. Moreover, in spite of the counsel given by the
Judicial Adviser to the 'Iraq drafters that precision of meaning
was of primary consideration, the attraction of polished Arabic
phraseology often triumphed over exact terminology,1 a diffi-
cult attainment in Arabic, even under the most favourable
circumstances.
The Organic Law in its Final Form*
The Organic Law as presented and ratified by the Con-
stituent Assembly consisted of 123 Articles, divided into ten
Parts with an Introduction.
The Introduction, in the form passed by the Assembly,
declared Iraq to be a
sovereign State, independent and free. Her territories are
indivisible and no portion thereof may be given up. 'Iraq
is a constitutional hereditary monarchy with a representative
Government. *
It designated Baghdad as the capital (Article 3) and prescribed
the form and design of the national flag (Article 4).
Part /, dealing with the Rights of the People, specified:
1.   General rights, such as are inherent in almost every
constitutional document influenced by French political
thought.   These included absolute rights, that is, those
not subject to the terms of any law, and conditional
rights, limited by law.
2.   Specific rights, peculiar to 'Iraq as an Islamic State,
both absolute and conditional.4
1 Position of Draft CX Law, February isth, 1933, C.O. 10606/33.
3 All quotations are from the English translation transmitted to the League of
Nations, November 28th, 1923. League of Nations Publication C. 49. 1929. (vi).
* The Colonial Office originally objected to this Article (adopted by the 'Iraqi
Ministers from the Egyptian Constitution) as being inconsistent with the actual
status of 'Iraq. It was finally accepted, however, as being harmless*
4 Cf. analysis in Hooper, C. A.: The Constitutional Law of 'Iraq (Baghdad,
1928), pp. 33-7.
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